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Principal’s page

Last week we hosted leaders from other schools as a part of an External School Review. 
Many thanks to the students, parents and staff who were able to tell their stories so that 
the panel could get a real sense of the essence of teaching and learning at MBHS. I was 
very proud to be able to showcase the improvement priorities we have initiated over the 
last three years, and the success that has come as a result. Continually striving for 
improved practices that result in increased student learning outcomes is always in the 
forefront of our thinking, and the purpose of the ESR is for trained observers to take a fresh 
look and provide directions for next steps forward. We should have an endorsed copy of 
our review by the end of term and I will then put it on our website for everyone to view.

Course counselling has kept our Student Pathways Leaders and home group teachers very 
busy over the last couple of weeks. It is essential in a school as large as ours to make sure 
every opportunity for individual student learning needs are met to the best of our ability, 
and this takes time.  Preparation not only includes consideration of core and elective 
subjects, it also analyses pathways that students may take beyond school. One way we 
help students contemplate future career paths is the Year 10 Pathways Taster Day at the 
Trade Training Centre, and many thanks to Mel Bennett, Helen Wilden and Michael 
McDonald for organising this informative day. More information on page 6.

Paula Hahesy and Jason Hagger will develop and continually refine a timetable for 2022 
based on individual student choices to gain the highest number of individualised timetable 
plans for students. This then informs additional teachers I may need to employ, and 
allocation of room usage. It is a gigantic puzzle, and will be done in time for all students to 
have a timetable with classes and teachers allocated by mid-term 4. (Next year’s Year 7s 
and 8s will receive their timetable on transition days.)

We were delighted to be able to host acclaimed musician Adam Page last week. He did a 
number of visits to primary schools, and worked intensively with our music students before 
putting on a fantastic combined performance. There is more information on the next two 
pages, but I just wanted to acknowledge and thank Sean Hickey and the music team for 
making this happen for the kids of the Murraylands. 

It is very disappointing that the Royal Adelaide Show has been cancelled again this year. 
Fortunately, some show elements with student participation such as the School Merino 
Wether Competition will still go ahead, with one student allowed for every sheep entered. 
Other opportunities we hope will occur later in the year and we will be able to involve more 
students then. 

I have had a number of queries from parents and staff re the school closure day, as they 
have made plans for taking their families away for the extended long weekend, supporting 
the tourism and hospitality industries that are finding it very tough going this year. I don’t 
want to change arrangements at such late notice so we will honour the long held calendar 
date on Monday September 6 by identifying it as a day of local significance. Tuesday 
September 7 is a student free day where we are concentrating on pedagogical practices 
to improve learning performance through student/staff feedback, as well as activating 
students as owners of their own learning. 

mailto:dl.0785.info@schools.sa.edu.au
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2021 Murraylands Regional Workshop with Adam Page          by Sean Hickey

From the 9th to the 12th of August Adam Page, South Australian multi-instrumentalist/composer/producer, visited 8 DfE 
schools reaching out to around 230 students. Students from Murray Bridge High School, Murray Bridge North and 
South, Mannum Community College, Meningie Area School, Mypolonga Area School, Coomandook Area School, 
Tailem Bend Primary School, Tintinara Primary School and Coonalpyn Primary School had the opportunity to work with 
Adam and learn about improvisation, composition, leadership and creating music from the basic foundations of music. 
The aim of this program was drastically altered due to COVID 19 restrictions in our intended venue the Murray Bridge 
Town Hall. However, we persisted and developed a program that would give students from our Partnership Schools an 
opportunity to work in ensembles and be creative with Adam Page leading from the front.  

Thank you to DfE Instrumental Music teachers Peter Longden and Sean Helps who worked with the students in 
instrumental lessons all year in the lead up to this event, and liaised with our Partnership Schools on a weekly basis. 
These events rely on the ongoing support of like minded and supportive teachers, SSOs and Principals from all the 
schools.

As part of the workshops Adam lead a series of recording sessions at 
Murray Bridge High School. These recordings will be released as a Sound 
Cloud album as soon as possible. Here is a little taste of Murray Bridge High 
School's Prefect Eliza Davis singing Dream a Little Dream 
https://soundcloud.com/mbhsmusic/eliza-davis-and-adam-page. 

If you missed our final performance at MBHS on Thursday afternoon, you 
can watch it here https://youtu.be/ZIuxoh8JA-A

I look forward to sharing our next event with you all.

https://soundcloud.com/mbhsmusic/eliza-davis-and-adam-page
https://youtu.be/ZIuxoh8JA-A
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Year 10 Food Technology - Innovation                      with Mrs Richards and Mrs Schiller 

This term our focus is on innovation and working towards planning, creating and evaluating a new product 
relating to the food industry. We have been completing class cooks including ‘Pides’ and ‘Cauliflower tacos with a 
cashew crema’.  Students also worked individually where they had the opportunity to create a ‘plain burger’ and 
then begin the task of making their own ‘ultimate burger’. We are looking forward to seeing what the students 
create as individuals and can’t wait to share the outcomes with our school community. 
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The topic for Science Week this year is Food: Different by Design and the students at our school have been 
investigating different aspects of this through their science classes. Some of these activities will be continuing into 
the next few weeks, as well as this is an interesting topic to think about. Our students have participated in Escape 
Rooms through Stile, cooking investigations and investigations into GM food are the discussions around that topic. 
Various other activities have been happening throughout the week and we will bring more details in the next 
Newsletter.
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Industry Pathways Day  by Mel Bennett

Murray Bridge High School held the annual Industry 
Pathways Day on Tuesday 17th August. We had students 
from Meningie Area School, Lameroo Community 
School, Coomandook Area School and Mannum 
Community College join our students for a wide range of 
sessions that explained different industry pathways. 
Pathways showcased included:

- Childcare
- Animal Studies
- Gaming, screen and media production
- Electrotechnology
- Engineering
- Hair and Beauty
- Automotive
- Agriculture
- Construction
- Aged Care and Disability
- Thoroughbred Racing
- Conservation and Land Management

Students were able to participate in hands on activities 
as well as hear from trainers and people from the 
industry about what possibilities there were in the future. 
The students had a great time and were able to make 
some decisions about their future pathways.

Thank you to all of the people and organisations that 
helped us present on the day.

Feedback from students on the day

Childcare - Mackenzie Lindner
“The main focus of the session was on the laws and 
regulations that working in childcare required. We also 
were able to experience some of the activities that you 
get to do in the course - including changing the babies, 
making playdough and reading stories. The tasks were 
inclusive with everyone being interested”.

Hair and Beauty - Mia Duncan
“This session was at the TAFE campus in Murray Bridge 
and was presented by a professional hair and beauty 
artist who started when she was 17. She gave an insight 
into the course that you could choose and told us about 
all of the opportunities it can lead to. I personally really 
enjoyed learning about the qualifications you need to 
become a hairdresser or beautician”.
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On Thursday, 19th of August, Pre-service teacher 
Madison Folker and 9XW ran a Classroom Election, using 
democratic processes. Each of the 7 “Parties” had 
different issues that they were championing including 
environmental issues, impacts of social media, classroom 
freedom, Free ambulance and emergency cover and 
gender equality. 

Each of the students had roles apart from being a 
member of their Party to help the day run more smoothly. 
We had Vote Issuing Officers, who marked the names of 
the electoral role and handed out voting slips; guides to 
help voters know where to go; Ballot Guards to make 
sure everyone followed the law; and finally, Scrutineers, 
who counted the votes following the Preferential Voting 
System. 

Year 9XW Election Campaign      by Deb Johns and Maddie Folker (pre-service teacher)

The 9XW students found the experience “scary” “very 
exciting” “nerve wracking” “interesting” “it was a good 
experience that helped us understand the election 
process” 

The winners of the elections were the SPXW Socialist 
Party with their dynamic speech about providing 
equality for all people, by introducing socialism to 
Australia. Gender Equality was second - their slogan 
“Diversity/Equality/Unity” Their message of stopping 
disparaging slurs well accepted. Third place went to the 
Children Freedom Party with just one less vote than the 
2nd place winners. 

We would like to thank Mrs Peake and the 9Y class, Mr 
Chapman 9R class and Ms Greer’s 90 class for taking 
part in this learning experience and being our “voters’.
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On Saturday the 14th of August, the Bunyips Robotics team had an exciting opportunity to 
attend and participate in the Adelaide Showgrounds Scrimmage. The scrimmage is a National 
Science Week event organised and hosted by the Student Robotics Club of South Australia. It 
was the first in-person FTC robotics event in South Australia that we have been able to 
participate in since March 2020!  

Like traditional sporting events, robotics competitions draw crowds who gather to discover which robot will best 
perform the challenge. Everyone in the Bunyip’s team was thrilled to be able to engage with the greater FTC Robotics 
community in South Australia, and grateful to be able to demonstrate their workmanship, determination and gracious 
professionalism.

Robotics Showdown at Adelaide Showgrounds        by Fiona Rabone

The Bunyips entered two robots in this competition, so interested students could share the hands-on experience of 
participating in all aspects of a tournament. Throughout the day, the Bunyips worked collaboratively alongside 8 
different teams in the pits to get robots ready to compete head to head in the FIRST FTC Ultimate Goal challenge 
qualification matches in alliances. In a new twist for us, our two robots formed the red alliance in qualification match 
2 but were competing in opposing alliances for qualification match 4.  

https://youtu.be/k2pgPQgHQ28
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Working together over the course of this year and finally being able to demonstrate their capabilities as a team was 
incredibly fun and fulfilling, despite the challenges encountered. The team’s perseverance shined through in the 
finale as their lucky robot was selected to be in the finals and finished as part of the runner-up alliance. 

Talk to any robotics team member and you will hear tons of reasons for joining the club. We are always excited to 
welcome new students into the club. If you are interested in, email Bunyips’ Captain on edrendel@mbhs.sa.edu.au or 
Ms Rabone on frabone@mbhs.sa.edu.au 

In the pits -  each team has an area to get prepared          Qualification match - Bunyips in a blue alliance

In the pits - busy place between matches     Match play - robots putting rings in the goal

Match play - robots completing set tasks       Post match - teams clear field for next match (5 mins)

mailto:edrendel@mbhs.sa.edu.au
mailto:frabone@mbhs.sa.edu.au
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Murray Bridge High School is off to the National Stage again!

This year 3 teams from MBHS competed in the META League of Legends interschool tournament. One Division 1 team 
and two Division 2 teams made up the squad in our first foray into this new and exciting worldwide competition. After 
wobbly start as they found their feet each of the teams had significant success.

As a school community we congratulate the MBHS Bunyips, the Division 1 League of Legends team for Winning the 
SA / NT regional finals and we wish you clear focus and good decision making in the Nationals starting this weekend 
on the 28th 11:30 am. Join live to watch via twitch. The link will be posted on the school facebook page.

The Regional finals games can be seen on https://www.twitch.tv/videos/1123796450?filter=all&sort=time

The team consists of :
Joel Weincke (Capt.) aka TrickStarJ
Mitchell Williams aka MBHSApex
Henry Chewings aka Quattro426
Sam Groocock aka CHEESE4949
Ned King aka Jackaboy14 
Henry Hawcroft aka Krozok, 
filled in during the season
Ross Groocock Coordinator

League of legends is a 5v5 capture the 
flag style team invasion game. It is one 
the international esports that is doing 
very well recently. As a parent and 
teacher, I have noticed a very strong 
correlation between the best LOL 
players and best academic students. I 
believe this is because the mental 
skills of impulse control, mental agility, 
working memory and knowledge 
retention along with the general 
capabilities of perseverance, 
teamwork, emotional regulation and 
critical analysis are important factors in 
the success of both enterprises.

The purpose of the club is manifold:

1. provide a different opportunity for students to commit to a team and represent themselves and their school at an 
internationally recognised collaborative and competitive endeavour.

2. provide an incentive for students to develop further the above-mentioned skills and capabilities.
3. provide some leverage for academic success to those students prone to spend too much time gaming at the 

expense of their schoolwork (a condition of joining the team is passing all subjects and not letting grades drop. 
It's worded this way because some of our players are achieving A or A+ for every subject.) The hope is that all 
players will progress towards all A results in all subjects without choosing easier ones.

4. experiment with methods of improving mental skills and test the hypothesis that an improvement in LOL skills 
will help induce an improvement in academic skills, indicated by the students' results

5. provide a zone for students to expand their social support network
6. have fun.

The school is exploring using esports as a creditable subject with David Berresford teaching an elective subject this 
year focussing on job skills surrounding this burgeoning industry.

https://www.twitch.tv/videos/1123796450?filter=all&sort=time


Murray Bridge High School Newsletter 23 August 2021

11

Nose clips for face masks    by Dr Roberts-Yates

Students in the Inclusive Education Centre (IEC) are using 
the 3D printer to make anti-fog nose clips for face masks as 
part of modified SACE Design Technology and Engineering 
with Dr Roberts-Yates and Ms Rayner. The clips are made 
each morning in batches of 15 -20 and take 5 hours to print. 

The process involves students selecting the colour of the 
filament and upload the design into the 3D software. The 
printer is initialised, calibrated and the bed heated.

The process commences once the printer reaches the 
specified temperature, and on completion, the print board 
containing the nose clip, is carefully taken from the printer. 
Finally, the nose clip is removed from the raft (the base 
below the printed nose clip), and all supports and sharp 
edges are filed.

They are available in the Front Office to staff, students and 
members of the community. These clips fit on surgical or 
fabric masks and are extremely effective. 

The students understand the importance of these face 
masks and enjoy contributing to the school and wider 
community.

TERM 3 CALENDAR
Wed-Fri, 25-27 Aug   Year 11 Deep Creek Camp
Mon, 6 Sep   SCHOOL CLOSURE 
Tue, 7 Sep   STUDENT FREE DAY

  Finance Committee - 5pm
Tue, 14 Sep   Governing Council - 6pm
Wed-Thu 15-16 Sep   Year 10 Mt Crawford Walk
Thu, 16 Sep   Year 10 Drama Production
Wed, 22 Sep   Year 8 & 10 Immunisations
Fri, 24 Sep   Last day of Term 3 - 

  2pm dismissal

QR CODE CHECK-IN
We appreciate your cooperation in complying 
with directions from the Department for 
Education by completing the QR Code check-in 
when you enter school grounds. We have a 
manual sign-in register in the Front Office for 
those who are unable to QR Code using their 
phone. Masks are also required to be worn.


